| may not be the right person to tell you why it happened the way it happened, but | know that there are
differences. For instance, Ethiopians, we have like... This year we are in 2014, not in 2021, we are like lagging eight
years behind the Gregorian calendar. It is associated with Ethiopia heard about the news of the birth of Jesus
Christ eight years after he was born, probably, but I'm not quite sure. So it is from exact time when they heard
that, they start counting the new year. So it is related with that.
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Other festivities like the Christmas and others celebrated worldwide are associated with just Ethiopian calendar in
that way, there's is that. And so we celebrate Ethiopian new year every 11th of September or 10th of September,
because we don't normally we don't have like 31, 28, 29 days like we have them in Gregorian calendar. But we
have like 30 strict days every month, but just know the remaining one is going to be the 13th month of five or six
days only, between August and September. That is one of the unique differences we have in calendar in Ethiopia
which influences our holidays and the festivities.
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And the other one is typical to my ethnic background. And we call | mean it is similar to America's Thanksgiving
Day. It is celebrated around 1st of October every year, yeah 1st of October | think. I'm not sure because the days
are changing. We can't tell exactly which days because sometimes | mean the 13th months goes for six or five. So it
changes the exact day of the festivity. So we call it Irreecha in Afar Oromo. Irreecha is like similar to the American

Thanksgiving and then.
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Why is it celebrated in at the end of September? Because the summer season, too much of rain, too much of
floods, it is dark, it is not comfortable. Because it's not comfortable because people are working in farms in rainy
season, and it's too much. They are thankful that summer has gone peacefully, and thanking God for what
happened for the rain the abundance of rain, because if there is no rain there is no life. That is Oromo's
understanding about rain and the whole ecosystem.

R EEAE SR B ? HAEFENKRE, WKHEELE, ROWHEERE T, EAMEAEFR, mMHA
R AR R TAE . MM 2 R afid 2 17, B el 7 1 B RO K, R AR KA A
o 15 A AT DA S T ARl AR B R AL B

NP ABAEIUATRIRAL? BOVEZFRKKZ, UKL, REMILECRRE T, iEAMRAE R, mHA
TR EAER S TAE . AT Rl % 1, & BT 7 FmRIRK, BB RKeRa 4
7o I BB B Y AR A S R G B

And then they give thanks to God and the creator Waaqga or one God, and they believe that it is only him who gives
life and continue the creatures to exist through rain giving them rain. Because they believe majority just know
earthly life depends on rain and water, and water is the main source of living things according to the Oromo. They
thank God they give thanks and they go to lakes, there are sacred lakes, and they go there with fresh grass on their
hands and the flowers. And then they dip that fresh grass, and mix the fresh grass and the flowers together into
water body, and they spray the water to different places and giving thanks just thanks.
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People are saying that the Oromo are worshipping the river, or worshiping the mountain, or something like that,
but the issue is not that. They are recognizing God for giving them that water and appreciating him, and at the
same time asking him for a better future. That he will continue to give them water, and continue to bless them,
and continue to nourish them with all their needs.
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It is nowadays, it is being celebrated globally. The Oromo who are Oromo diaspora, wherever they are, whether in
the North America, Australia or whatever Europe, if they're able they come to Oromo and they celebrate it, in

millions.
s, EMEEH R AE R NRIEFEEMNEH. SARERGROVEERN, EmIEME, e
EAEZE . WORA e iR 2 BRI 7, R AME Re 7, MMt eraid B s, —FBESUERE H .

WS, EATH LN R ANRIEFERBLNH . SRS EHFRIORD LN, TS, T2
FEALSE . AR 2 W T35, WRARATAT RE ), AT 2 RIE R 5L, —RRALIXATH .

Over the last five years now, not less than a million people, sometimes up to eight million, come to the same
vicinity and worship, no give thanks. This is one of the major festivities and cultural festivities in Oromo, Ethiopia.
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